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causes stricture formation. However, the relative susceptibility of bile duct cells to anoxic or reoxygenation injury is unknown. Our aims were to determine the vulnerability of rat liver bile duct cells to anoxic and reoxygenation injury and to compare the results with hepatocytes. During anoxia, bile duct epithelial cells were significantly more resistant to cell killing than hepatocytes. Rates of cellular proteolysis were also 2.5-fold lower in bile duct cells than in hepatocytes during anoxia. In contrast to anoxia, reoxygenation of anoxic cells increased cell killing of bile duct cells but improved viability of hepatocytes. 
